The Japanese government represented by the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science supports research in special programs. The Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research on Innovative Areas program supports research projects upon proposal by a group of scientists. It is expected to strengthen the scientific standard of Japan on emerging fields and to develop collaborations within the group. It is also expected to educate and train young researchers who will further develop this scientific field in the future. The support will be given for 5 years with an expected budget of up to 300 million Yen (about 2.2 million EUR) per year. The approval rate is about 10 %, and each year about 20 projects will be funded.
In 2013 the Grant-in-Aid program selected the proposal Glial Assembly: A new regulatory machinery of brain function (http://square.umin.ac.jp/glialassembl/ en/) for funding, thereby supporting research of glia biology. The Glial Assembly research consortium will receive 1.2 billion Yen (8.7 million EUR) for 5 years.
The general aim of the research project is a better understanding of neuron glia interactions in brain function (. Fig. 1 ). Neurons communicate with one another by forming neuronal circuits, which play a major role in expressing the brain function. Similarly, glial cells also communicate with one another and form glial circuits. The communication pathways among neurons and those among glial cells are intrinsically different: glial communication being much slower and more gradual than neuronal communication. Long-range communication by glial cells often covers a macroscopic brain area, interacts with and affects the activity of neuronal networks and circuits, and thereby controls the brain function.
The purpose of the project's work program is to clarify the mechanisms that underlie the formation of the gigantic glial circuits, the glial assembly, and to understand how they control the brain function. Furthermore, it is aimed to clarify how abnormalities of the glial assembly are related to the pathophysiology of neuropsychiatric disorders.
Annual activities of the consortium are technical workshops, progress reports, general symposia and young investigator workshops. Financial support is allocated to foster collaborations within the consortium and the attendance of young scientists at international glia meetings.
Thereby, the Grant-in-Aid appears to be very similar to the German DFG Priority Programs.
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